Minor congenital malformations and mental characteristics during childhood: high-risk and normal-risk groups.
Among children with normal psychiatric risk, those born with (even minor) congenital malformations (CMs) evidenced significantly poorer attention persistence in early childhood, as well as greater anxiety-proneness, poorer interpersonal relational competency, and more mental disturbance at six years of age. No significant relationship between CMs and mental characteristics was found in children at heightened psychiatric risk.